
g
Reviews: Spring 2013  •  mystgalaxy.com

Speculative Fiction 
The Six-Gun Tarot by R. S. Belcher

This brilliant debut 
novel is a western fantasy 
that turns on steampunk 
cogs greased with lots of 
grue. We ride into the 
story with fifteen-year-old 
Jim, who carries the eye 
of his dead father in his 
pocket — a jade 
prosthetic crafted by 
Chinese sorcery. Jim and his horse nearly die 
as they ride across the desert, but are rescued 
by Mutt, a Native American shape-shifter. 
Mutt leads them to the mining town of 
Golgotha, where a Lovecraftian god is rising 
to undo creation (with a little help from a 
certain fallen angel). Joining the battle to save 
the world are an undying sheriff who was 
hanged three times and has the scars to prove 
it, a woman with the blood of Lilith in a vial 
around her neck, a Mormon minister with an 
“unnatural” secret, and a taxidermist who 
knows death far too intimately. Every chapter 
is named after a Tarot card which, when 
interpreted, informs the narrative. I’m putting 
all my chips on The Six-Gun Tarot making the 
short list for the World Fantasy Award. – Rob  
Tor, $25.99. 

The Mirage by Matt Ruff
In Matt Ruff’s alternate 

history, the United States 
of America never became 
a superpower; instead, the 
United States of Arabia 
has filled this role, and has 
its own cast of political 
players who mirror our 
own. After the 11-9 attacks 
by Christian “Crusaders” 

destroy the Twin Towers in Baghdad, the state 
is pulled into a drawn-out occupation of the 
insurgent American territories, with all the 
troubles that entails. But the Christians all 
seem to share the same fantasy: that it was 
America that was the superpower, that 
America was attacked by jihadists on 9-11, 
and that this world is a punishment from God 
that they must set right. What’s more, some 
of them have artifacts to prove it. A 
fascinating tale of “what ifs” with compelling 
characters and plot. – Jaclyn  
Harper Perennial trade paperback, $15.99. 

Impulse by Steven Gould
In Jumper, we learned about Davy and his 

amazing ability to teleport. Then Davy met a 
girl named Millie. In Reflex, we learned all 
about her and certain other … entanglements. 
Now in Impulse, we meet Cent, their teenaged 
daughter. Living off the grid – way, way off 
the grid (teleporters, duh) – sure can put a 
damper on one’s social life, and Cent has had 
quite enough of home schooling, thank you 
very much. So it’s off to school for her. 
Imagine you’re in Mean Girls High School 
and you’re an outsider, the proverbial square 

peg … oh, and you can teleport. Imagine what 
you’d do. Now stop imagining and read 
Impulse. You’d be hard pressed to do it any 
better than Steven Gould. – Patrick 
Tor, $25.99 (Signed copies available, while 
they last.) 

Ack-Ack Macaque by 
Gareth L. Powell

For the person who 
loves monkeys that curse, 
swear, and blow $*it up: 
Ack-Ack Macaque is half 
futuristic utopian murder 
mystery and half action-
packed monkey business. 
Super fun. This book is bananas. – Steve 
Solaris paperback original, $8.99. 

The Lost Stars: Tarnished Knight  
by Jack Campbell

What happened to the Syndicate Worlds 
after Black Jack Geary destroyed most of their 
military might? Some cowered, some fell into 
civil war, and some rebelled outright. Midway 
rebelled. Now, how do the rebels go on after 
their evil overlords are eviscerated or light 
years away? Freedom is never free, and the 
newly self-appointed leaders of Midway are 
about to receive the bill. 

Up until now we’ve seen Jack Campbell’s 
universe from the Alliance side … and 
mostly from Space. Seems there are heroes 
everywhere, even on the dark side. 
Tarnished Knight, the first in a new spin-off 
to Campbell’s awesome Lost Fleet series, 
sheds light on that dark side, often putting 
me in mind of Star Trek’s Dark Mirror 
universe … if it was run by a bunch of 
corporate weasels. – Patrick 
Ace, $26.99. 

A Natural History of Dragons: A 
Memoir of Lady Trent by Marie 
Brennan

If you like historical 
fiction you will love A 
Natural History of 
Dragons. Lady Isabella 
Trent is a woman ahead of 
her time. Whatever that 
time may be; no time 
period or location is ever 
mentioned. However, in 
my mind I was reading 
about the late 18th century in the British Isles. 
Scotland perhaps? Lady Trent accompanies 
her husband on an excursion to find, capture 
and kill a dragon for purposes of study. Her 
job is to act as secretary to the men, recording 
through writing and drawings everything they 
learn about the evasive beasts. I very much 
enjoy the voice of Isabella. She’s witty 
without being overly proud of her wit, and 
she’s smart without looking down at those less 
fortunate in either educational or financial 
status. If you’ve ever doubted the existence of 
dragons, this book will have you rethinking 
the question. – Nicole
A Fantastic Firsts Pick, Tor Books, $25.99

Coronets & Steel by Sherwood Smith
If you’re looking for a great novel with a 

strong female character, awesome sword 
fighting, mystery and romance, this is the 
book for you. Kim Murray, a grad student 
from Los Angeles, sets off to Europe to trace 
her family’s lineage. There she meets the 
enigmatic Prince Alec who believes she is his 
not-so-beloved fiancée and kidnaps her. 
Following Alec, Kim arrives in Dobrenica, a 
small isolated country, where her grandmother 
was once royalty and ghosts walk amongst the 
living. With a missing princess, scheming 
relatives and mysterious 
hauntings, Kim is thrust 
into the dangerous world 
of politics while trying to 
discover her 
grandmother’s past. The 
subtle writing and strong 
character in Coronets and 
Steel are reminiscent of a 
great Jane Austen novel. – 
Ashley
DAW Books paperback, $7.99.

Mystery 
Suspect by Robert Crais

I am not normally considered a “dog 
person” and it was with complete surprise that 
I found myself head over heels enchanted 
with Maggie, an 85-pound German Shepherd 
who has been trained as a patrol and 
explosives-detection dog by the US Marines. 
Maggie is now suffering from PTSD and finds 
herself partnered with Scott James, an ex-
LAPD cop who is also suffering from PTSD 
as a result of a violent episode nine months 
prior to the main events of this story, when 
Scott’s partner was killed and he barely 
survived. Crais does a masterful job creating 
the character of Maggie and it is her story that 
will keep you turning the pages, even as we 
warm to Scott who reintroduces himself to the 
case that took down his partner. This 
standalone from Crais may just catapult him 
into new fans’ hearts, and not just those of dog 
lovers. – Terry 
G.P. Putman’s Sons, $27.95. (Signed copies 
available, while they last.) 

Criminal Enterprise  
by Owen Laukkanen

Laukkanen’s first book, The Professionals, 
reads like a stand-alone; however, Criminal 
Enterprise continues the partnership of FBI 
agent Carla Windermere and BCA agent Kirk 
Stevens in searing epic fashion. Once again, 
Laukkanen takes an ordinary but desperate 
individual and weaves a path of greed and 
dark desires, transforming the character into a 
violent beast. Carter Tomlin has it all: 
beautiful wife, kids, home and all of the adult 
toys; when he loses his job unexpectedly, the 
bills and his angry pride begin to mount. 
Instead of meeting with a loan officer at the 
Bank of America, he purchases a clumsy 
disguise across the street and robs the bank. 
His taste for the devious deed escalates 
quickly to illegal weapons and murder, his 
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new-found passion. He has the authorities 
fooled, except for Carla. She will have to break 
a few rules and convince a reluctant Kirk to 
pursue a breakneck course to stop Tomlin. 
Nonstop action, a blow to the ideal American 
family, and a little romantic tension explode at 
the hands of Laukkanen. I happily expect more 
installments in this series. – Bunny  
G.P. Putnam’s Sons, $26.95. 

The Cleaner by Paul Cleave
Originally published in New Zealand in 2006, 

Paul Cleave’s books are being published in the 
U.S. for the first time, and publisher Simon & 
Schuster has a sure bet on their hands with The 
Cleaner. “Slow Joe” is working as a janitor in 
the police department of Christchurch, New 
Zealand. The thing is … Joe isn’t really slow at 
all. He is a serial killer. Working with the police 
allows him to keep tabs on the investigation into 
the gruesome deaths of seven women. The 
problem is, one of those murders was committed 
by someone else, and Joe is not happy to see it 
included among his own work. His plan is to 
find that killer and frame him for the whole 
shebang. This book is dark, violent, visually 
disturbing and funny! 

And then, just when you think you’ve taken 
all the ugly you can handle… there’s his latest 
date…  –  Nicole 
Atria trade paper original, $15.00.

The Chalice by Nancy Bilyeau
Nancy Bilyeau’s The Crown introduced 

Joanna Stafford, a novice Dominican nun during 
England’s Reformation 
period. In The Chalice her 
strife continues. Henry VIII 
has systematically destroyed 
the nunneries and monasteries 
of the country leaving 
hundreds of nuns, monks and 
priests, quite literally, out in 
the cold. Throughout her life, 

she’s been told by three different seers that she 
has yet another calling: saving England from the 
King! This is a little known series that needs and 
deserves an audience. Bilyeau’s characters and 
settings have a very true-to-life feeling about 
them, taking us from the more rugged locales to 
the opulence and decadence of the king’s palace. 
This series does not disappoint. – Nicole
Touchstone Books, $26.99 and trade 
paperback, $16.00.

Curated Fiction 
Ordinary Grace  
by William Kent Krueger

Kent Krueger’s new novel 
belongs on the shelves of 
readers’ hearts and minds 
somewhere between Stephen 
King’s “The Body” and Ray 
Bradbury’s Dandelion Wine. 
At the turn of the 21st 
Century, Frank Drum 
reminisces about the summer 
of his 13th year, growing up 

the son of a Methodist minister in a small 
Minnesota River Valley community. A series of 
events, including accidental deaths, murder, and 
the revelations of deeply held secrets, test the 
characters’ faith and family bonds. Kent creates 
prose that resonates with readers who will care 
passionately about this story, even if they have 
no personal connection to the mid-Century 
Middle America of the setting. – Maryelizabeth  
Atria, $24.99. 

Life After Life by Jill McCorkle
Let yourself be drawn into the world of Pine 

Haven Estates in Fulton, North Carolina, and 
treat yourself to a cast of characters so rich that 
you will be bereft every time the point of view 
changes … only to find yourself enchanted 
anew. Pine Haven Estates is a retirement 
community where life and death are inevitable 
companions. Its inhabitants and some of the 
people who care for and about them are the 
center of this story which examines the cycle of 
life, what it means to be alive, and the reality of 
end of life. Much of the novel revolves around 
Joanna, who grew up in this town, left to make 
a mess of her life, and has returned to bring 
meaning to the residents of this facility. Pine 
Haven Estates is a community worth visiting, 
and McCorkle has set just the right tone for an 
uncomfortable subject. – Terry 
Algonquin, $24.95.

Young Adult 
Mind Games by Kiersten White 

Let me introduce you to orphaned sisters 
with extraordinary psychic abilities: blind 
Annie can “see” the future — although with 
limitations — and instinctive Fia can determine 
right from wrong with perfection. However, the 
powerful Keane Foundation controls these 
special lives. If Fia fails to do what the 
Foundation wants, then Annie will die. It’s time 
to take control of their lives and it’s up to Fia to 

do whatever is necessary to achieve that goal. 
Mind Games takes the reader between the 

past and present in this up and down futuristic 
journey to freedom. This is a story for all who 
have family they love and know the measures 
they would take to keep them alive. And I 
envision a great read for those with psychic 
gifts. – Adrean  
HarperTeen, $17.99. 

The Future We Left Behind  
by Mike Lancaster 

In the not so distant future, 
the human race has advanced 
itself to the heights of what is 
technologically possible. 
Unfortunately, it has come at 
the cost of real human 
interaction. There is a small 
sect of people that have 
abandoned the technology at 
the cost of living in poverty and as outcasts from 
“normal” society. 

We follow the story of Peter Vincent. His 
father is at the forefront of the ever-changing 
evolution of man and tech. But when he 
chances upon meeting someone who is part of 
the outer sect, it will change the way he views 
the technology, his father, and the world as she 
helps to show him the rabbit hole and the 
secrets kept from the general public that has 
been all but forgotten.

This book is part techno-sci-fi and all 
adventure. I loved every heart-pounding page 
of it. – Danny 
Egmontusa, $16.00. 

Homeland by Cory Doctorow 
In a dystopian near-future of the American 

Surveillance State, we follow the story of 
Marcus, who only a couple of years before was 
caught in a scandal of torture, unlawful 
imprisonment, and government secrets. He 
finds himself once more in the center of a 
conspiracy centered around the friends he 
keeps and the secrets he has access to.

Homeland is a somewhat sequel to Little 
Brother, Cory’s first book in the series that 
centers around privacy, civil liberties, and 
technology. I highly recommend Homeland. 
It’s a cliché to say that this book and books like 
it are important, but hey, it’s important. The 
modern answer to 1984, by an author who 
makes his characters easy to identify with and 
the reading fun, fast, and freeing! – Danny  
Tor, $17.99.

Fantastic Firsts
Mysterious Galaxy’s New Book Club for the Discerning Reader

Subscribe to any of our book clubs for one year and receive 20% off cover price of our carefully selected titles.  
When possible, the books selected will be signed first editions by authors we highly recommend and are likely to be collectible. 

Select from these hardcover book clubs:
Science Fiction/Fantasy      ♦      Mystery       ♦       Young Adult       ♦       Ladies, Lunch, and Literacy

We also offer two paperback original Book Clubs which will introduce you to an author with a new series. Select from these two clubs: 
Urban Fantasy Series Starters            ♦             Cozy Mystery Series Starters

To sign up, or for more information, contact a staff member. And don’t forget, book club subscriptions make great gifts!


